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ACome, foll ow me, 0 Jesus sai d,
for people. o0 Matthew 4

‘Learn to love and love to learn; in God’s love each one will shine’.
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AA deeply Christian vision is the golden thre
life. Everyone is enabled to develop within the life-changing, transformational, and loving
culture that permeates the school . 0
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APupils enjoy attending St Andrewds Primary.
|l earning the school of fers. The school 6s vi s
successfully to everything that happens at the school. This creates a caring and nurturing
environment where pupils feel happy and saf e.



Our Values this term have been:
Joy and Wisdom

Whatis
wisdom?

O0Rejoice with thosRomanh 012:t5e® loé sxred are those who find wisc

Here are just some of thepiritual, moral, social and cultural activitiewe have
enjoyed this term. Please read and enjoy!

Special Days 0 Visits and visitors

Key Stage 1 Police Morning

In the first week backafter the Christmas breakrear 1 and 2
were visited by Hertfordshire Poli@nd learnthow the police
service protects citizens and solves crimes. They looked for
evidence in acrime scene, which the PCSOs set up on the
playground. The children were taught how DNA helps to catch
criminals, and how the police protect evidence from

~ contamination with evideoe bags. Each class also leatnbut
. police cars and got the chance toisitone. They lookedt the
equipment that the police carryith them on adaily basis,
including a shield, traffic accident signs and first aid equipment.
The children really enjoyed their experience and were tasked
with writing a report based on the evidee they collected.

Local Head Teacher Visit
In our third week we had with a visit by a group of local head teachers who watched lessons, looked at 1
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participation in a local school peer review project which is aimed to share good practice and help furth
school improvement. The feedback | was given at the end of the day echoed our recent Ofsted report ab
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We were delighted tasupportthe NSPCC by taking part in

N m I = Number Day orfrriday, 2 February 2024 This is a day which
1 Il encourages our children to celebrate and explore number
U Hl | ' " I 9 P

through many different ways in aid of NSPCC.

Our Nurserychildren discovered and explored numbers in our Forest School, while our Reception class bui
beautiful \Humber garde® Throughout Year 1 and 2, the children were set and made number puzzle:
including numbeibond Top Trumpgrom Yeas 3 to 6, the children
explored increasingly more difficult number challenges, including
~ those set by the celebrities who partnered withetiNSPCC. Year 6
completed a range of puzzles to find out who had stolen the Golden
Numeral Trophy. It turns out that Millie was the culprit!

The children enjoyed showing off their costumes in the morning and
there were some brilliantly thoughtut numbe outfits. It was
wonderful to see the children have fun with numbers all whilst raising

money for the NSPCC. Thank you to &

the children and parents who donated te§i#4
our fundraising causeve raised a total of
£158!



Saferinternet Day
We know that our children have far greater opportunities to have fun, explore and learn new things, whilsi
online. This would have been unimaginable when | was their age. However, as with so many opportunitie
we have to teach our children oto navigate safely through their online lifEherefore, all classes reflected
upon internet safety as part of the National Internet Safety Day. Classes made posters, explored ac
restrictions for computer apps (they were surprised by a few!) and discuissw to keep themselves safe.
A really useful site, which we briefly looked at in Collective Worship, was the BBC collection of materia
which may help discussions at home about internet safet{ps://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/safefinternet-
day-resources/z6bbhbk



https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/safer-internet-day-resources/z6bbhbk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/safer-internet-day-resources/z6bbhbk

Wellbeing Week

Running alongside our thoughts about internet safety,alg® explorecow

to ensure positive wellbeing as part of National Mental Health Whethe
celebration assembly we shared some of the techniques, strategies and
suggesions the children came up with:

Nursery sensory awareness. Name things you can see, hear, teumehl, and
taste around youReception breathing. Breathe like a whale and a snake.
Year 1:Thinking about happy places. Unsurprisingly, the happiest places
were the beach and Christmas celebrations. These were represented in
drawings.Year 2:The Zones foRegulation: What strategies can | use to get
to green? The children made personalised pamphlets with their own go to
strategies to help them when they are overwhelmétetar 3:Yoga: Some
year 3 children demonstrated the downward dog, cobra, cat, chaie and
mountain poseYear 4What are the ways in which you find inner peace and
“[' wellbeing, explored through art and mindapping.

| Year 5 Discussions about

mindfulness followed by Zones of Regulation
' ' mindful colouring. Year 6
What are the things | need to be happy? Thddren made posters g s v
addressing aspects of wellbeing such as feeling safe and secure, h] = : i @
a network of support and taking time to enjoy favourite activities. f}“ud; ?:r A_qu”d
Tired Happy I reed time and
Year 4 led our Wednesday Collective Worship sharing their artw| "' | "= ieer pace
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Year 2 St Albans visit

Year 2 had a day of awe and wonder as they visited St Albans Cath 9 f \ N #ad :f & 4
The children learnt about the special symbols and places within the . B
cathedraland visited different areas in this beautiful building. They listened carefully to the tour guides who told them



many interesting facts about the history and purpose of the building. In the afternoon, the children had a chance tc
make clay tiles, inspireoly the morning's tour. The children behaved impeccably and their knowledge and enthusiasm
was praised by the staff.

Visit to EYFS
Revd. Sarahisited EYF® help the children explore how Christians are often welcomed intocthech. The
children helped to baptise many of the baby dolls in the setting.

Official Visitors

We have had a number of visitors to look around our school, includirgy 3drrell, St AlbaDioceseEducation
Consultantwho visitedall of the classesndpraisedthe visionandvaluesof the schod, andMr Ottery, HC(Health&

Safetylnspector.We haverecently had a full Healthand Safetyinspection- completedeveryfive yearsby the Herts
CountySchoolgeam - and cameout very highly,with very few actions.Mr Ottery completedour five-yearfire check
andagain,it wasavery positivevisit.
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A group of our Year 6 childréMillie A, Jasmine, Millie F, Grace, Rebecca, Annabelle and Grace) organisedaand led
St! Yy RNE ¢ Q & alekitlstiow. Tieithildren, fromedr 26, demonstrated a range of skillart, dance football
dribbling,gymnastics, singing and dancing. It was a lovely afternoon and all of the children were full of enthusiasm.

Maths Challenge
Four of our Year 5 took part in the intachool Year 5 maths
. challenge. Whilst we are awaiting to hear if they are going onto
the final heat- we have been informed that our total result for
the four rounds was well above average. So we are very proud
of &b, Ava, Thomas and Jack H.

Year 5 Bikeability
Our Year 5 clasompletedtheir Bikeability training this week.
This is an important rite of passage for our children as it helps to
build up their cycling confidence in preparation for riding on the
roads.The nstructors spokeK A I Kf &3 Fff ¢SS1X 2F (GKS OKAf RNByQa 02y
to do their very best.

Science Week
We started off our Science Week with a really exciting science circus workshop. The children werasguzat/and
challenged by many of the tricks and performances shown, all exploring the
natures of forcesEveryone enjoyed watching Mr Cooper try to ride a teeny
tiny bike, and held their breath as they watched an amazing juggling display
on a very tall uicycle!

After the show, all classes from YeagYear 6 had workshops, helping them
to explore how forces work upon us all at all times.

our week with a bang.




EYF& Science Day

Dr Collins and Ms Kumm then led the EYFS science
activities, where they explored light and shadow
creatinga theatre complete witlsome wonderful
shadow puppets.

They had a great time entertaining their classmates

EYF&hicks

Our Nursery ad Reception classes have al
been learning about growth as they have be
watching clicks hatch out and grow rapidijt
really has broughimoments of awe and wonderb}
to the classeeingthese new lives begin. “
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We would ike to thank Mr and Mrs Herodyho made this
possible by bringing the eggs and hatching equipment
into school. We really do appreciate this.




Year 1 History Day

Year 1 had a visitom Hertford Museum Their first workshop was linked to
their historytopic of 'toys'. They looked at different toys from the past and
talked about what they were made from and how they were played with. The
children noticed that many of the toys were made from wood or fabric and
needed a push or a pull to make them worlkoré of the toys used electronics
like the toys we have at
home today.

Their second workshop
was all about animals.§
The children handled
some real stuffed animal
and talked about
predators and prey and
the ways animals use
their hard shells, spines
and camouflage for
protection. It really was an exciting and informative session for t
children.

-

World Book Day
The end of our week also ended with a flourish as we celebrated our annual book day. All of the costume
were really impressive and the children completed many book related activities.




Year 5 Residential
Our Year 5 class have had a terrific time at Hudnall &arkeir two-night residential trip. The site lends
itself to a variety of environmental activities and the children palpped, caught, studied and released
small mammals as well as having the ogpnity to perfect their archery aim, complete the challenge
obstacle course and go orienteering. On their final day the children went go carting and enjoyed storie:
games and marshmallows around the camp fire. It was all hugely enjoyable. | joinedrhBmirsday and
gla NBIFftfe AYLINBaaSR o0& (KS OKkKiefaddiwiBsyaitihe Audmail Fark K S
leaders all commented on their impeccable behaviour and team spirit.

Thank you to our amazing staff who cared for our childrewalbg Miss Sewell, Mrs Cottiss and Miss Murray,
we really appreciate all that you did to make this such a successful trip.

Holy Week
In our final week of term, we explorddoly Weekin lots of different ways. Rev Saratexplained the stages
of the
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Church where Revd. Sarah and our class speakers led us th
the momentous events of Holy Week. The children sang
hymns beautifully and Year 3 and 4 performed two of their so
from their Easter production.

The week was dominated by our wonderful Year 3 and 4 Easter play which again mapped out the ever
from Palm Sunday, through the Crucifixion leading to the Resurrection of Jesus. It was wonderful to see tt
confidence of the performers shining out and teanging was absolutely amazing. My thanks go to Mr
Chesterman, Mrs Davey and Dr Collins for pulling it all together.




Year 6have been creating artwork to represent the resurrection as part of their R.E work on the EasteHsttey
are threeexamples.

A few examples of Learning in the classroom

Early Science Wrk

Our Nursery childrerbecame
scientistsas they made :
scientific observations, using alt
of their senses, when mixing |
#& ingredents to make

\ gingerbread men. ey were
"% -~ able to talkabout the change in
\ _ textures before and after the
| _ ... gingerbrea men had been
cooked. They also experimented trying out different materials to ad

to water to makebeautifulice artwork, which were proudly humin
the EYFS garden.

-‘ Inspiring History Homewdt

. Eliana (Year 4) brought in an account and photos of visiting a plaque,
~ seen in a church, dedicated to a couple who lost their lives on the

‘ Titanic. She was so moved by the story that she felt compelled to write

about them. She also told me about her ofamily link to the Titanic.

Her work was of a very high standard.

Year 6 children have also been inspired to create their own responses tt
their research into WW2. Bobby brought family documents reaching
back to WW1 and was clearly very proud of the family story they told.
) Eloise and Eifa had written imaginative, detdiléiary accounts. Both
[ St YR W2aSLK KIFIR ONBIFGSR RS



plane flying over countryside, while Joseph had recreated a trench. Emma had created a ratiors pa
including OXO cubes, a small chocolate package and sag@ngehad created a stunning model of a bombed
home, complete with a flying bomber and exploding bomb. Owen had created a bomb shelter and was a
to talk knowledgeably about the different types of shelters used during the war.

All of the work showed realtgention to detail and creativity. They were wonderful to look at.

Year 3 Rock Investigation

To help Year 3 class understand the different types of rock formation,
Collins used different types of chocolate. They compaatékl, dark and
white chocolatewith pressure and warmth from thelrands tocreate
WA SRAYSyd INEIY NRPKOSE Lidzi GKSAN WwWa
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rock. Itwas inspired, and rather tasty, teaching.

Inspired by their examination of different rock formations, Year 3 have been coming
into school with some wonderful home learning about volcanoes, two of which literally



Year 6 History

Year 6had a visit from Mrs Drurwho told them about some family history fro
World War II. The children loved hearing the story of Horace and Marion, tryin
Marion's uniform and looking at some newspapers from wee.

Matisse Art Work
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Matisseinspired work. Their efforts are now decorating our dining room and havg
really helped to brighten the room up. Their work is stunning.

YAl

Year 3 Creating Fossils
Year 3 had a very messy but exciting science lesson as they explored the process ¢
fossil making by creating their own fossils.

First they made their dough using flour and water, then they made a dinosaur imprint
into the daugh using sticks and stones and finally baked their creation. The children
_ |loved the activity and were full of details they knew about real fossils.



Year 3 Aboriginal Art

Year 3 have been studying Aboriginal Art this teFimey created their own versions of two Dreamgtgries inspired
by Aborignal artists Danny Eastwood aldalangkura Napananga.

Excellent Homework

Well done to MeganHattie and Elian@year 4) whahared their rainforest
presentations.

Owen (Year 6) shared his WW2 homework, where he had written a forc
inspired song. It was beautifully presented and authentically stained usir
teabag. He also told me about his family history and his great, great
ANY YRTI 0 KSNR& L&@forS YeR dzNrimred vithnde her WW2 song which she had composed. Her
tune involved changes of key and speed and was matched with dramatic lyrics. It was really impressive.



Tricky Technology

Year 6 have been writing algorithms to maklilait count steps
accurately. Rebecca aritifa came to show me their working
model and we tested it on Mrs Moorcroft who had to run up
and down the corridor. Their fitbit recorded her steps very
accurately.

Nursery News

The Nirsery class at St Y R NB & lfedén lerhiRabout

W¢ NI RAGA 2y haterih. SHePbakey their 6w F A
gingerbread, made beanstalks as tall as themselves, built
bridges in the garden and pretended to be trolls. They have
rolled out and decorated playdough, tdeon giant clothes
andretold the stories using puppets!

There was also time to celebrate Lunar New Year with
homemade dragon puppets, food tasting aoainting with
feather brushes.

o e

. Nursery class havasobeen learning how to play
N the wood blocks and claves in their music lesson
_ l\,‘ this week. They learnt how to play them quietly
t ‘ and loudly. They played along to the 'Animal Tea
.| Party' song, showing a good awareness of how to
B play intime; knowing when to starand, equally
importantly, when tostop!

Reception clasBave been producing some fantastic writin
linked to their book 'The Tiny Seed' by Eric Carle.



In Year 1 the childrerstarted learning about the Easter
story. They discussed what happened on each day and why
Easter is important to Christianslhey also designed their
own crosses to help them remember the story.

Intheir Computing lessonéear Zhave beerplaying instruments on the screen before putting blocks of sound together
to create repeating patterns and melodiel their maths lessonsthe children have been relang division to

multiplication by both groupingnd sharing amounts.

Jack RY(ear 3did some fantastic, emotional writing, imagig he was at Pompeii durintje Vesuvius eruptioiin AD
791 A4 2Nz Ff2y3 gAGK Yrye 2F GKS 20KSNJ OKAft RNByQa




There is also a lovely completed science display outside
Year 3, sharing all of the wonderful science work the
children have completed over the past half term
investigating rocks, soils and fossils. The children have
absolutely loved all of the investitians and have been so
enthusiastic about their learninged by Dr Collins.

Year 6 have been focusing upon their SAT preparation but as a bit of, aftggtic relief theyhave used the photo
'St Paul's on Fitéaken by Herbert Mason duringpe Blitz to create their own version using stencils and chigtle
results are quite stunning.

{G 'YyRNBgQa D20 ¢ fSydi
A group of our Year 6 childréMillie A, Jasmine, Millie F, Grace, Rebecca, Annabelle and Grace) organisedaand led
{ G ! vy RNSoptalent sifo.aThe children, frome¥r 26, demonstrated a range of skillart, dance football
dribbling,gymnastics, singing and dancing. It was a lovely afternoon and all of the children were full of enthusiasn
The top acts, once the scores haweh calculated, will perform to the whole of the school on Monday.

Homework
' Ava (Year 5) camand showed me some stunning artwork which she had completed at

~— home. He drawings were particularly fine and showed a real natural flair and attention to
| detall.




Later in the term lhe children in theNursery classearnthow to programme
the robot mouse and BeBots to follow a path. Theshowed great co
operative skills working together to type in instructions, one step at a time,
\}\' | to make the robot move to get to the cheese.

Year 3investigatedwhether all objects cast a shadow, exploring opaque,

translucent and transparent objects.

The children were qgte surprised to find that transparent objectast a
shadow.
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Year Zinished their unit on Food Technology by making Spr¥
Rolls, which involved putting the skills and hygiene knowle

= to good use. They learned ho
to create a safe, clean space f¢
cooking  before  practisingh
| grating, mixing and rolling their
filings inb filo pastry. They|
| enjoyed eating their wares,
. some deciding that they ha
been a bitgenerous with the |
Y bean sprouts.




Year 5 Viking Adventures
Year 5 had some kihg visitors whdold the class about what life was like in a Viking times including how to use a
drop spindle to make wool, how different weapons were made and the children even got to handle the replica
artefacts. A big thank you to Isabelle's grandpareatsfingingthe Vikings to life.
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Tasty Maths
In their final week,Year 4 used bars of mini egg chocolate
show fractions beyond 1 whole. The children enjoyed
the lesson and were able toave a treat while they worked.

Musical Opportunities during the term.

Congratulations

Very well done to Emma (Year 6) who gained a Distinction for her Grade 2 music
exam playing drums. This is a wonderful achievement and we are very proud of her
accomplishment.

“Trinity College London J

e Jonn

Grade 2
Drums
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Sporting News
Year 4 Development Day at Wodson Park

Year 4 had a healthy start to their new year by talpag in the Wodson Park Development Day facilitated
by the students at Presdaleshool, supported by the Hertford and Ware School Sports Partnership. The
afternoon involved a range of activities including javelin, etickunning and Bollywood dancé&he children
represented St Andrew's brilliantly and enjoyed the opportunity to try out all the different activities.

Sportshall Athletics

Eghteen children from &ar 5 and 6 took part in
the Medium Schoal Sportshall Athletics
competition at  Wodson Park. The
childrercompleteda range of different track and
field events including javelin, triple jump and a
number of different relays. Out of nine schools,
- the girls finished a brilliant "8and the boys
finished a fantasc 2nd. Well done all.

Football News
Tenof our Year 5 & 6 girls took part in the Hertford & Ware District Girls
Football Tournament. Out of five teams in our group, we finished second
having won 2 games, drawn 1 and losing 1 to the eventual champions. All the
girls had a great time and repreded St Andrew's impeccably.



