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      “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.”  (Matthew 4: 19) 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

This week the children have had the opportunity to 

experience what a day without electrical gadgets 

might be like on our “No electricity day” in aid of the 

Diocese harvest appeal “Light up Tanzania.” We began 

in our Collective Worship by talking about Tanzania 

and the difficulties many of the people in parts of the 

country have with either poor or no electrical 

supplies. Mrs Finn had brought in some solar lights to 

demonstrate how easy it was to harness the free 

energy of the sun.  The children and the staff then 

completed the day with no lights or interactive white 

boards.  Unintentionally, the kitchen also joined in by 

an (unplanned) electrical and energy fault.  The children’s reflections upon the day showed how the 

experience helped them think more deeply about the appeal, which they will share as part of our own 

school Harvest Festival on Thursday 17th October.  

Thank you for the donations of money for this appeal and also for the donations of food, which we will 

take to the Hertford Food Bank.  We will continue collecting for both causes till our Harvest Festival in 

a couple of weeks. 

Posts of Responsibility 

Last week, Mr Cooper and I met with many of the Year 6 children who were standing for either the 
post of Head and Deputy Head girl and boy or House Captains. We were both really impressed with 
the time that the children had taken with their presentations and the ideas that they had to improve 
the school.  It was a very difficult choice between all of the children but eventually we decided upon: 

Head Girl:   Autumn 
Head Boy:   Fred 
Deputy Head Girls:  Cara and Rhiannon 
Deputy Head Boys: Henry and Rudi 
 

House Captains: 
 

Ash:   Joey and Rubie 
Mill Stream:  Samuel and Laura 
Lea:   Darcy and Lottie 
Stort:   Emilie and Eva 
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Here a few words from our new Head Girl and Boy. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

We will award these children their badges in assembly on Friday morning at 9.05am. Parents are 

welcome to join us for the assembly. 

Forest School 

The children in Forest School Club had a great time this week creating faces for the imagined forest 

characters.  Here are some of their creations. 

                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am very proud to be given this role 

and be a part of this amazing school. 

My idea for improving it is called “A 

helping hand.” This means that if a 

child needs or wants a mentor then a 

Year 6 can be their mentor. The 

mentor will help them with their 

learning or chat through any 

problems. 

Autumn 

 

I’m very proud and happy to have this role. I 

would like to increase the learning resources 

for Key Stage 2 classes.  Many children find 

the maths dictionaries and SPAG books a 

great tool but we don’t have enough for 

each class.  I would like to do some fund 

raising to purchase more of these. 

Fred 
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Great Writing 

Helping to improve the children’s writing 
remains a target on our School 
Development Plan this year and so I am 
always very pleased when children come 
to my Office keen to show off their work, 
of which they are clearly very proud.  This 
week I had a group of Year 4 children 
show me their diary writing based on 
Howard Carter’s discovery of 
Tutankhamen. They had clearly absorbed 
a lot of information and their diary 
extracts brought the period alive. 

Well done Year 4. 

 

The Great Fire of London  

It is that time of year again when Year 2 set our hall alight.  
‘History off the Page’ came to explain about the causes and 
consequences of the Great Fire and the children investigated what 
life would have been like in that period of history. These events 
are not only hugely enjoyable, but also embed knowledge and 
understanding for the children.   

 

Sports News 

Very well done to our netball and football teams, who played against Watton-at -Stone this week.  
Their reports can be found on our school website but well done to all who played.  The footballers 
won their match and the Netballers drew their game. A brilliant start to the season. 
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It is always great to hear about successes of former St Andrew’s pupils – that they 
continue showing the skills and attitudes nurtured here. One such success is Owen 
who completed for England in the pre-cadet category at the 2019 Commonwealth 
Judo Championship at the age of 13. Despite a big group of 23 contestants Owen 
managed to secure a well-deserved bronze medal. He fought players from India 
and South Africa as well as England players. His commitment to years of regular 
training in Judo is bringing him the outcomes he deserves. He is competing in the 
Netherlands this coming weekend and in Wales at the beginning of November. We 
would like to wish him continued success. 

Below is an update from our hard working Eco team – Mrs Thomas and the Eco Warriors. They would 
like to send  particular thanks to Claire Brett at Van Hages for their donation of spring bulbs and 
gardening tools for the Gardening Club - we have planted the bulbs and are really excited to see them 
grow and look forward to having a beautiful display of colourful daffodils and tulips in the spring. 

Kind regards, 

Mrs H. Gillingham 

Eco – School Update 

In the last few weeks each class has elected Eco Warriors who will feed back discussions from our Eco 

School meetings to their classes. We had a fantastic first meeting – the children were very enthusiastic 

and had some great ideas about what we can do to make ourselves a greener school. 

This is a quote from Hannah, one of our Year 5 Eco warriors, explaining why green issues are 

important to her. 

“I believe in a pollution-free future, where extinction does not happen and animals live free in the 

jungle. I hope to change the world from the disasters that are happening, beginning with our school. 

Together, we will do great things. We will protect the planet from the damage we have done to it. 

Starting here!” 

In our meeting we came up with an action plan for the term, concentrating on things we can do in 

school and at home to be more eco-friendly.  

This term we will continue with the initiatives we began last year 

- Collecting used pens (at school and from home) to take to the recycling depot.  

- Collecting fruit peelings at break times to put in our compost bins.  

- Paper recycling in each classroom and a tray for scrap paper to reuse for rough work. 

This term we want to introduce the following ideas 

- Ban non-refillable water bottles (for children and staff) 

- Provide each classroom with a set of reusable plastic cups – for children without water bottles 

– rather than using single use plastic cups. 

- Eco warriors will ensure that classroom lights and monitors are turned off when children leave 

to reduce energy waste. 

- We will speak to the Council about the provision of a recycling bin so we can recycle plastic 

waste from lunchboxes and the school kitchen.  
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- We will trial litter picking around the school and village to reduce the amount of plastic 

rubbish in the local environment. 

- It not just the children either – the teachers will have a ban on laminating to reduce 

unnecessary plastic use.   

Last week we had a whole school assembly when Ms Koziara (Hertfordshire Waste Aware Team) came 

to talk to the children about the importance of recycling. She gave us some shocking facts about how 

long it takes plastic waste in landfill sites to decompose and the importance of using less plastic.  

On Wednesday this week, we had a ‘no electricity day’ and the children and teachers worked hard to 

use as little energy as possible to highlight how valuable energy is in our day to day lives and how 

important it is not to waste electricity.  Following on from this, 18th- 29th November is ‘Switch Off’  

fortnight and the Eco warriors will be encouraging their teachers and classmates to focus on further 

reducing energy waste in school.  

Local News:  

Local supermarkets are starting to reduce their single-use plastic and provide reusable bags for loose 

fruit and vegetables in stores, which is great news! 

Also, the Health Food shop (Natural Health) on Old Cross in Hertford sells lots of Eco-friendly products 

- they do refills for shampoo, hand wash, detergent and many more household products - which 

means no plastic waste at all! Just take in an empty bottle and they fill it up.  They also sell soap 

without packaging (made with sustainable palm oil, so no cutting down the rainforests). Check it out! 

Mrs Thomas and The Eco warriors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“God loves a cheerful giver.” 2 Corinthians 9.7 
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Our Values Advocates met with Mr Price and have selected the following children who have shown a 

good example of our value: 

Year 1: Ava for giving up her time to read books to others  

Year 2: Emma for focusing on her learning  

Year 3: Elodie for getting on with her work and for helping others 

Year 4: Jasmine for working well independently 

Year 5: Louie for sharing resources in the classrooms 

Year 6: Darcy because when people don’t understand something Darcy is always willing to 

help. 

 

Top Table 

The following children sat with Mr Price and myself to 

have their lunch, chosen by the Supervisors for their 

excellent playtime behaviour. They are: 

Year 1: Abigail for offering to be playground buddy 

Year 3:  George for always having good manners. 

Year 4: Billy for great behaviour on the playground 

Year 5: Hannah & Georgia for always being polite and 

doing the right thing. 

Year 6: Henry H & Martin for helping with the 

Reception class during lunchtime 

 

 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

House Points 

This Week   Total 

Ash                  40                       110 

Mill Stream   29      73  

Stort                29     77 

Lea                   42   117 
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Office Update  
  

• Individual proof photos of the children were sent home at the start of this week. You are 

able to order your photo online via Tempest Photography or by returning the completed 

form to the School Office with payment enclosed. The deadline for return is Wednesday, 

9th October, after which there will be a chargeable fee for postage of the photo.  

 

• Attached to the newsletter is FOSTA’s invite to a Manic Ceramic event, organised for our 

school on 8th November. Please support the school by supporting FOSTA – and you will 

receive a lovely, hand painted ceramic Christmas gift as well! 

 

• Parent Consultation Evenings: Our Parent Consultations will be taking place on Tuesday, 

22nd October and Thursday 24th October from 3.30 – 7.00pm for all our children from 

Nursery to Year 6. (Please note: due to training commitments Ms Bowie will have reduced 

availability on Tuesday 22nd).  The online booking procedure will be open from midnight, 

this Monday, 7th October via Parentmail.  If you are unsure if you can access Parentmail or 

require assistance or if you have no internet access, please call or pop into the School 

Office and we will be able to make a booking on your behalf.  Thank you. 

 

• School Uniform – We understand that a very small number of parents have been waiting 

for some outstanding uniform orders. We have been assured by Mapac that we will 

receive a further delivery before the end of next week. If you are waiting for an order and 

you do not receive it via your child by the end of next week, please contact the School 

Office. Thank you. 

 

• Harvest Donations - Thank you to everyone who has donated to our collection for this 

year’s St Alban’s Diocese Harvest Appeal, ‘Light Up Tanzania’. We are raising money for 

families in village areas of Tanzania to buy solar panels from which they can run their 

households more efficiently. We will continue to collect any monetary donations in the 

coming weeks. There is also still time to send in, before our Harvest Service on 17th 

October food items of any dried or tinned foods for our collection for the local Food Bank. 

We will deliver any contributions to the food bank after our service and before our half 

term break. Thank you for your generosity. 

 

• World Mental Health Day – This coming Thursday (10th October) is World Mental Health 

Day, and we will be talking about this subject at an age appropriate level with the children 

during the week. Public Health England has launched the first national NHS mental health 

campaign: ‘Every Mind Matters’, which offers free online advice, designed to help you 

deal with stress and anxiety, boost your mood, improve your sleep and help you feel more 

in control. The ‘How are you?’ Quiz gives some tips to improve your health. The action 
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plan allows people to create a tailored self-care plan to support their mental health and 

wellbeing.  Go to https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/mental-health 

 

• Community News – this afternoon your child has been given flyers for the Sealife Centre 

in Brighton and The Hoddesdon Charter Fair.  

 

Quick Reminder 
 

 Our Year 6 parents are reminded that the online application for a secondary school place 

from September 2020 is now open via www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/admissions.  Please 

note the deadline to apply is in half term – 31st October 2019.  Please let School Office 

know if you have any queries. 
 

• If parents do not wish their Year 6 child to take part in the NHS height and weight 

programme run by the School Nurse team on 24th October,  the ‘opt out’ letters 

previously circulated must be returned to the School Office ASAP. Thank you.  

  

• Free School Meals Service - a reminder that any parents who have a child in Year 3 or 

above could be eligible for their child to receive school meals for free if they are in receipt 

of certain allowances – please visit the website below for full details:   

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/schools-and-education/at-

school/freeschool-meals/free-school-meals.aspx  

  

• Aldi – Kits for Schools – Aldi are running a Sports promotion for schools in store, from 

which St Andrew’s can benefit with your help! Please collect a ‘Team GB’ sticker when you 

spend £30 in any Aldi store. Bring the stickers into school, where we will add them to our 

school poster. We have the chance to receive free sports kits and possibly funding too! 

Please see the attached flyer for details.  
 

Diary Dates  
  

October 2019   

7th   Yr 6 - Shakespeare workshop (in school pm)  

9th   Fruit workshops for all classes provided by Herts Catering Ltd  

10th  Fruit workshops for all classes provided by Herts Catering Ltd  

 World Mental Health Day – class activities 

17th   Harvest Festival Service – 9.30am- St Andrew’s Church – ALL WELCOME  

18th  Yr 5 trip – Stem Discovery Centre, Stevenage  

22nd   Parent Consultation meetings - 3.30-7.00pm – School Hall   

24th    Yr 6 – School Nurses – Lancaster Model & Height and Weight Assessment   

24th    Parent Consultation meetings 3.30-7.00pm – School Hall   

25th     Inset day  
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          HALF TERM  
  

November 2019  

4th   School returns after half term break  

6th   Yr 5 Stibbington Residential trip launch meeting - 3.15pm – Yr 5 classroom  

7th   EYFS Reading Evening – 6pm – 7pm in School Hall - for Nursery and Reception parents  

8th   Whole School Remembrance Day Assembly – School Hall   

12th  Nursery Show ‘n’ Share – 11.15am in Nursery classroom  

Reception, Yr 1 and Yr 2 Show ‘n’ Share – 2.30pm in your child’s classroom  

14th  Yr 6 – Wyllyotts Theatre – Young Shakespeare trip  
    Yr 1 – Yr 6 Curriculum Evening – writing –  in school – further details to follow   

15th  Non uniform – in exchange for sweets for the Christmas Fayre  

Yr 1 trip – The Royal Gunpowder Mills  

18th  Yr 4 trip – The British Museum  

20th  Yr 6 trip – The Globe Theatre  

22nd   Non uniform – in exchange for bottles for the Christmas Fayre  

28th   Yr 3 trip – Celtic Harmony Camp  

29th  Non uniform – in exchange for cakes or £1 for the Christmas Fayre  
    

  
FOSTA CHRISTMAS FAYRE – 5.30pm – 8.30pm  
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